Paper
Florence Nightingale in Buckinghamshire [Abstract] by Kenneth It is not always realized that Florence Nightingale had a very personal relationship with Buckinghamshire and with the County Infirmarythe Royal-Buckinghamshire Hospital.
On her return from the Crimea, battered in heart and spirit by her experiences, Miss Nightingale was determined that never again would countless. soldiers die from preventable disease. She became tireless in her endeavours to reform the War Office and to introduce systems of hospital administration, statistics, epidemiology and above all to spearhead a drive for new hospitals built to her specification and design. She was a reformer and administrator of the highest order, able to command a formidable army of admirers and disciples, many of whom were in the highest positions in the land. Through these she was able to put her brilliant schemes into effect.
Sir Harry Verney, MP for North Bucks, a strikingly handsome man, formed a strong attachment for Florence Nightingale and asked her to marry him. Florence was 38 at the time and attractive and witty with a warm and affectionate nature. She refused Sir Harry and he married her sister Parthenope instead. Sir Harry and Florence remained lifelong friends however and in their later years after Parthe died, Florence became Sir Harry's close companion in his lovely house at Claydon, set in the gentle fields of Buckinghamshire. It was here that she spent many tranquil years writing incessantly, furthering causes, pleading and demanding. Here she received royalty, viceroys, prime ministers, prelates, scholars, nurses and visitors from all over the world.
Florence never gave up her zest for innovation and whilst at Claydon in her 75th year she promoted a scheme for 'Health Missionaries in Buckinghamshire', from which Health Visitors became established.
The County Infirmary at Aylesbury had been founded in 1833 by Sir Harry Verney, Mr Robert Ceeley (a famous local surgeon) and Dr John Lee (an astronomer and local squire). By 1850 the hospital was too small and a building committee under Mr George Carrington of Missenden Abbey was set up. Firm plans for an extension had been drawn up by 1858 and fund raising was begun.
Parthenope Nightingale, now Lady Verney, asked Sir Harry if she might show these extension plans to her sister. The correspondence which followed between Florence Nightingale and Sir Harry Verney and Mr Carrington represents a marvellous insight into the brilliance of Florence as a planner and administrator. Her letters were bound into a volume by a later Sir Harry Verney and given to the hospital where they remain as its most treasured possession. (A facsimile copy of these letters was given by Mr Clarke to the President of the Section of History of Medicine for the Archives of the Royal Society of Medicine).
Miss Nightingale persuaded the Governors to build a new hospital and became deeply involved in its design and planning. 'Despite Sir Harry's prohibition' she wrote 'I cannot help working away at the Bucks. Infirmary plans'.
Thanks to her efforts the Royal Buckinghamshire Hospital became, in her own words 'the finest hospital in all England'.
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